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Run for Peace at Home:
A Charlotte Tradition Continues its Battle against Domestic Violence

Charlotte, NC – Celebrating 20 years in its mission to end domestic violence in our community, the 2014 Charlotte Run/Walk for Peace at Home takes off Saturday, May 31, 2014 at McAlpine Creek Greenway.
Organizers expect more than 500 runners/walkers to participate in this “serious or friendly” competition that generates funds for Safe Alliance and its Clyde & Ethel Dickson Domestic Violence Shelter. Events include a Men’s 5K Run/Walk, a Women’s 5K Run/Walk, and a Children’s Fun Run.
The Run for Peace at Home Organizing Committee is honored to announce that media personality Brittney Cason will serve as this year’s Emcee. Brittney, who is also a dance instructor, will lead the runners/walkers in a pre-race stretch. In addition, Stephanie Butler, the current “Mrs. North Carolina United States” and a domestic violence survivor, will share her story during the post-race awards ceremony.
“We are so grateful to everyone associated with Run for Peace at Home,” said Safe Alliance Chief Advancement Officer, Karen Parker. “We are also very proud that the 80-bed Clyde and Ethel Dickson Domestic Violence Shelter is now celebrating its second year of operation; a critical community asset providing sanctuary to hundreds of women and children transitioning from violent environments to safety.”
“A bigger and better shelter means higher operating costs, and the funds raised at Run for Peace at Home are critical to our domestic violence programs and services. Safe Alliance also provides a continuum of advocacy, counseling, and legal services for those impacted by child abuse and sexual assault throughout our geographic footprint.”
The Charlotte Run for Peace has risen over $50,000 since directing its focus to the more “grassroots” atmosphere at McAlpine Creek. In addition to significant financial support to Safe Alliance, this event is a way for members of the public to take a stand against the epidemic of domestic violence and to raise public awareness about programs and services available to victims and survivors.
“Ultimately, we want to celebrate the achievements of survivors, runners, walkers, and supporters in a ‘non-cookie-cut’ atmosphere,” said Zac Reilly, President of the event for the past 7 years. “We’re very hands-on in dealing with a situation that’s so close to home to all of us…whether we know it, or not.”
Some disturbing facts about Domestic Violence: 
· 1 in 4 women will experience domestic violence during their lifetime. 

· 3 women are murdered by their intimate partner every day in the United States. 

· The biggest predictor for perpetrating sex offenses and domestic violence is having witnessed violence as a child. 
Safe Alliance is making a difference in the lives of victims:

· 80% of victims who stay at the domestic violence shelter will increase their self-sufficiency as indicated by an increased self-sufficiency scale score.

· 75% of victims who live at the shelter 2+ weeks will be living without physical violence three months after receiving services as reported in a follow up survey.

· 80% of children receiving services from the domestic violence shelter will be able to name the steps of their personal safety plans as observed by staff.

Individuals or groups interested in participating in the Charlotte Run for Peace may register online at www.charlottepeaceathome.com.

About the Charlotte Run for Peace at Home

The Run for Peace has been a part of the Charlotte community for 20 years. Founded by Tim Reilly, it began as a 10-mile race winding through the curves and hills of South Park. The Run for Peace later became a marathon and connected the campuses of Davidson College and Queens University. As the reputation of the event evolved, the Run for Peace hosted Charlotte’s premier marathon event that journeyed to Uptown Charlotte. Today, participants take their skills off-road and onto the trail. While the landscapes and distances of the race have changed, the road ahead has always been clear: “Peace begins at home.”
About Safe Alliance

Safe Alliance supports victims of domestic violence, sexual violence, and child abuse by helping people build safe, healthy relationships. We do this through a continuum of shelter, counseling, legal, and advocacy services serving over 20,000 people a year in Mecklenburg, Cabarrus, Union and south Iredell counties while reaching 20,000 more through advocacy and education.
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